
FOWE meeting minutes 
February 13, 2020 
6 pm to 7:20 pm. 

Present at the meeting: Kirsten, Melanie, Ophelia, Nicole, Alison, Julie 

 

1.      Principal’s report 

Upcoming events/activities: 

Nicole gave updates on the following: 

Engineering project: The plan was for students to have an engineering project then a dance 
project and then another engineering project: Teachers might not do another engineering 
project due to other priorities. Maybe FOWE could plan an engineering project? 

Shakespeare Play: Only the 6th grade students will do the Shakespeare play this year.  There 
will be another special project planned for the 4th and 5th graders. 

IB authorization: There is a part of the IB authorization where parents come and talk about IB, 
this will happen the 3rd week of March, parent volunteers are needed.  Nicole will send an email 
about that. 
  
Universal by Design Learning Literacy – Staff will meet to make a plan. 
  
Furniture: Nicole ordered ergonomics furniture for the school that will be coming this summer. 
  
Occupational Therapy – Phoebe came and talk to staff about ways to calm bodies down, lots of 
interesting tips for the classrooms. 
  
Mindfulness – Elizabeth is very interested in nonviolent communication and has been using it a 
lot in the classroom with success. 
  
Cross-country skiing: There was a plan to take students to Rikert for cross-country lessons.  It is 
very expensive and weather dependent, so the decision was made to purchase used skis after 
the season instead and have cross-country instruction at the school next year. 
  
Outdoor classroom – There is a plan to use the woods behind the school for students to learn or 
play similarly to Wright Park in Middlebury.  Terrahanna could be a consultant.  Another 
possibility suggested by Melanie would be Susan Young of Wren Nest.  
  
Meditation: A once a week meditation opportunity for the community is in the works. 
  
  

 
 



2.      Financial Report 
  
The appeal letter raised $5175! Thank you Julie! We had a single donation of $2500! 
  
Request for funds: Nicole is in the process of buying leveled books- 75% of the cost can be 
covered.  FOWE will fund the rest. 
  
Snack program – The snack program (the fruit bowl in Kirsten’s office) is working well, students 
are eating a lot of fruit! It is funded by FOWE and costs about $60 a week.  We discussed ways 
to give parents the opportunity to contribute to the snack program so that it is not entirely 
coming out of the FOWE budget. Alison suggested having a box where people can put money 
for the program, Nicole suggested that a student could make a fancy box in the shape of an 
apple or banana.  We could have the box in Kirsten’s office and we could also bring the box to 
events if parents want to contribute.  Instead of FOWE introducing nuts or another protein, 
parents can send in something more if they feel their students could use more than the fruit we 
provide. 
  

3.      Upcoming events 
  
Fire department spaghetti dinner/game night:  The Fire department offered to hold another 
dinner since many people couldn’t attend the one last month due to the snowstorm.  It would be 
on the same night as the rescheduled game night – February 28 was proposed. 
  
Pie and quiche making for voting day: Maggie volunteered to lead the pie and quiche making. 
4,5, and 6th grade students and parents will make the pies and quiches for voting day. 
  
Tag sale: The date for the tag sale was set for March 28. 
  
Next FOWE meeting: 3/12, 6-7 pm. 
  
Next potluck: March 19, 5:30-7:30 conflicted with Screenagers screening.  Wed, March 18, 
5:30-7:30 was selected.  The topic will be collaborative problem solving. 
  

4.      Goal Setting for the Remainder of the Year 
  
4/9 FOWE meeting 
Next potluck: 4/16.  Topic will be on reducing plastic use as a community. 
Transition of FOWE leadership: Kirsten will meet with Ophelia and Melanie to discuss it. 
Melanie mentioned applying for an ACEEF grant next year. 
 


